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THE NEW 


CLARET-CLUB: 


O R, 


The Entertainments of Fack Folly,Tas am 
True-wit, Peter Prudence, Symon 
= Scruple, and Frank Furthy. 


| ck, 


| Entlemen,ler s got rmgke our ſelves ſlaves to drink, 
which is'a ſin.that T have been too much oniley 


of in my time» And ſince each of us ' as we 


fa  _ - thick) has got good honeſt Wives—let them = 
j likewiſe ſhare in our temperate capacities. 
; Pet, I am plad to hear that from'you——and therefore let's 


not exceed Chappins : man-*--thar We ; may be at home *ewix. 
cight and nine. 6 


Frank, Nay, fince yowl acſins your ſelves to timezas Gam< 
Rers doatplay—=1I proteft that there be no reſtraint upon our 


meaſure, more then a Quaker will tolerate a Sand- glaſs to con- 
fine the Reveries of his canting. 

Jack, Franck is partly in the rig reg ſince we cannot 
eat at night, : a BolJ- -glaſs muſt ſapply the nouriſhment of a 
Suppers, : 


Pet. Providing it do 'not deſtroy the ſatisfaRion of con- 
yerſation. 


< Bb et 8 


Fam. Now' that we haye ſported abour: 2 Glaſs---levs have 
A ronch.af News. 


"Fack- 'We can have few of them, now that Calidontus. Is 
come home and left off writing 


[- * rank. I "wonder what moved him to give. over. EE. 
* 2: 17 6m, Gtrtaiviyehe- buſinels has not ratned to'xccount, M 
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he had never parted with ſuch an Employment thats fo ſaitable 
to his Genius. | | 
Pez. I am ſorry for it with all my heart ; for his Intelligence, 
a$ to particulars, was fuller then any pretended that way, 
Frank, Beſides, his mechod was ſo orderly digeſted, that any 
ordinary underſtanding might have made a judicious conjeRtare 
of all Aﬀairs. 
Pet, Which certainly was uſeful to ſome or other of all 
ſtations- 
Tam. Nay more, when he wanted matter ( a$ *tis not to be 
imagined the world can be equally buſier at ll cimes ) he afootd- 
ed us ftill ſomerhing of recreation. . 
Zack. He was not wanting neither in affeRionat diligence to 
ſet off the glory of our Country-adventurers, as to privateer= 
ing inthe late War againſt the Hollanders, as well in forraign 
Gazetts as the Engliſh. IR 
Pet, That was a juſt kindneſs. —— For the truth is, -:the miſ- 
chief our Capers did the Ho/landers was fo confiflerable, as it 
brangled the foundation of all their military deſigns + for, after 
many grave debates at their Council of War,with the Miniſters 
of their confederate Princes--»-it was at length concluded , thae 
the Ficer-royal of Denmark thould be ſet apart to attend the 
motions of the Scots Privateers. And many are of the Opinion, 
that if we had begun in time , we had haſtcned the Dutch inrcli- 
pations after peace, Nay more , they durſt not atcempred the 
Thames and Chattam, if they had not fent Yan Ghent with the 
beſt half of their Fleer ro block up the Frith , where our Men 
of War were ſcattered in their ſeveral Ports. i: 
Jack. 1 could wiſh he were encouraged to return to the fame 
employment ; for all our preſent News-Letter is but two op 


three ſcantling particulars , which we meet with more fully ſer 
down in the enſuing Gazette» 


T aw, But it's like his dramm 
him off char. : 
Fran, No; he told me himſelf the one did 
other. Hig 
Sym. And yet I have been told, his Playes was nothing but a 
Ecanflation our of the Spaniſh given him by aFriend 86 - 
Tam, He 


atick divertifemengs may ſtave 


not hinder the 
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Tow, He declares that in his Epiſtle to the Render before the 


Play : But whoever either knows himſelf or has read any of his 


compolirions , they can eaſily trace his humour through the 


whole ſeries of the Plor ; and if he had been ſo circumſpeR as 


to have changed the nzmes of the Actors in the original, all theſe 
objections had been ſtifled. 
| Fran, Youare in the right: for in «fe his Play is like the 
Burgon of the © urens-ferry, or Captain Wat/ons Boat, for of 
either there's «karce a plank extant of the firſt mould. 
Zack, The report runs,that he is now dretfing a little Comedy 
of our own Countrey humours ; and that the Scene lyes in Edix- 
burgh,where it 1s to be ated. ; 
Fran, I am told the fame, by one who hath already feen 
ſomething of the defign, which ( he thinks ) if well aRed and 
rightly ſer off with requiſite materials, may affoord much of re- 
creative ſatisfaction, | 
$7m, Gentlemen, I cannot ſwallow that conceit you bave for 
Playes, for ] find many good men againſt them ; beſides, for the 
moſt part they are fo tainted with laſcivious words and geſtures, 
that they ſeem to inſtru che vices they pretend to corret—— 
At the beſt, iz is but loſs of time to liſten after fables whereof 
they are compoſed : There may likewiſe happen untoward in- 


conveniences at ſuch meetings, becauſe the younger ſort are often 


betrayed to dangerous converſation. 

Pet, Playes in general,has the ſame priviledge with other pub- 
lick ſhowes and lawful recreations, and in my opinion, more to 
be juſtified : For,the noble deſign of Playes points at no feſs,then 
the encouragement of Vertue and corredion of Vice: Neither 
is there any fault why they are called Playes, and reprefented by 
perſons under ſuppoſed names , which is a common fanatick ob- 
jeRion, it being no more derogotary from the morality of Playes 
( in which their worth confiſts ) then 1t is for the dignity of 
Princes, that ſometimes mean perſons are introduced co repreſene 
them. But, if in the ordering a Play, the Author ſhould miſs 
his Land-marks, and ſplit upon undecencies, I confeſs that were 
ſcandalous ; Bur, fince theſe infirmities may be avoided in the 
making of new Playes, as well as many excellent ones that are 


already extant , I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould be OT. 
] 
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dns be tolerable , why not a Play, as well as any otlier 
field or houſe exerciſe > For my part, I chink a Play is to be pre- 
ferred ; becauſe, there is no occaſion of contentious paſſion, or 
flying out into dreadful oaths, which happens frequently ar ſuch 
debarable ſports;the danger of converſation is certatnly leſs here, 
then at any other publick ſhowes,asPenny-bridels, Pataroe-rhilks 
houſes,or St. Neilr-craigs, where ſome{ic may be) has found the 
ſmart of bauch-bargans : And yet, there is no hurt by enjoying. 
the freſh air, or laping of milk. In ſhort, Mr, Scraple, ther's 
nothing to be ob jeRed againſt Playes, except ſome abuſes that 
may be eaſily helpt ; or if they could not, its but a common 
frailty that accompanies all humane aCtions, which is rather to- 
be pitied then condemned : Ir were a moſt ridiculous thipg, to 
forbid the uſe of Winegbecauſe it is a drunken recreation to ſome, 
$yw. I confeſs you have urged ſuch ftrong reaſon, that I 

am in ſome ſort ſatisfied ; but, 1 do not ſee a poſſibility to-in- 
rroduce the uſe of Comedies into this Countrey, for the follows- 
ing reaſons. Firſt, a general unwillingneſs in the People to 
hear them ; Secondly, the ſcarcity of money to pay for them ;. 
Thirdly, the want of Actors to repreſent them. TY 
Pet. To the ficit I can perceive no ſuch matter, but rather the 

- contrary, for when they diſcover ſuch eagerneſs , in beholding a 
fooliſh bable of a Pnppet-ſhew, that's not much better then Robin 
and f4xet upon a firing : What infinite ſatisfaRtion would they 
have in a Noble weil worded. Play , which the great Romer 
Orator diſcribes to be 1he mirror of mans life > Becauſe in them: 
are repreſented the vices of the time, with ſome eminent marks 
of infamy,; to reach us to avoid them, or.elſe ſome moral vertue 
for our imitation. -I.pray then , conſider when ſuch aQions are 
to be ſet off, with a.mixture of excellent figure dances, and va= 
riety of muſick, both iuftrumentai and vocal ( which in.cfte&, 
are but ſawcesto a Play } How would the People run after them, 
when they are delighted with ſuch dumb trifles >. Your ſecond: 
reaſon I confeſs, has ſome weight ; yet, if theſe noble Per- 
ſons, who ſoine years ago did engage for the eſtabliſhing of -a 
Theatre, will diſcharge the obligation, there's no doubt bur. in a 
ſhort time a Houſe might be built , and a ſtock of Cloaths pro- 
viced for the Actors ,. and the prices might be likewiſe accommo- 


dated 


dated to people of all ranks” by. afit diviſion:of thedifii& ſin» 
tions. 'To the third I; cannor deny, but it: bas forme difficulty, 


being a hard task to begin and perfeR a work at the ſame timect 
But thac iris unpraQticable;-I'cannot.allow;; for',.jf-a horſeican 
be taught to dance, certainly.men.may be.inftcucted to a& a Play, 
Nay, it w=re a reproach to the caphcity; of -out Countrey, if our 
Noddtes were fo diſproportiobatly. dull , but 'in!ſome fort. we 
might imicace our neighbour Nations, +]. am- ſure, ,io all'other 
watters where learning , inventton;'and vigorous imaginations 
were requiſite, we {til held up with the moſt refiged., beſides the 


many we exceeded. .If one ſhuuld'rell me, that a droufie-Hol- 


lander were apter to ſtudy the pare 6f a' Play thera Scots-man, 
I hold rationally judge:that man ont of bis wits 4 anidyet they 
haveP:ayes among them 1h perfetion. No, hog'tis:amiftake; we 
have perſons ſufficiently qualifhed for'the -undertaking. 5% 
Fr, Mr. Prnaence,you have faid'as'much as can befor the juſti- 
fication:of Playes , and: their .poſkability - of being acted: in this 


Countrey t-1 {hail only add: che advatitage ;bey wrought ppon 


ſeveral perſons vf.my:own atquainitzihce dr Londone®. . - 
* $529. That will boavince:me; moſt of all. -: 
Frank, 1 knew a perſon of qualicy , who had ſach a vanity in 
ſtrong bombaſted words, that fometimes he would ſtrike out a 
fore-tooth in uttering them; yet ;by; a ridiculous repreſentation 
of za Pedant, he'fo0n parted:from:his error. . at HER 

Sym, The Gentleman ({ I confelſe;) . way oblieged tothe Play 
on. LI 

Frank. Tknew z[azy Lady that was put out of her fantaſti- 
cal-mincing of language, by. ſuch another repreſentation of 4 
foppiſh Da'nc in a Dialogue *cwint her and her Maid---Nay 
more, I knew a mercileſs Uſurer,, 'turn both Chriſtian and/go0d 
ellow, at the report of his Childrens riot and rantitg-» «-»-and 
this was more then other admonitions- 1N a better place could 
work upon him, | Wn 

$7m, 1 theſe things be true , Icrannot devy but they are of 
moſt excellzne nſe. : 


% * . 


Tam. To confirm what Frank ſayes, I knew ſome. of theſe 


who offers at all knowledge forbear their ſawcy pretealions, ſince 
Caltdonins in his Play of the Coffe-houſe, did io ſwinge their 
IM 
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- Jack, I verily believe , if the 


;mpertinencies;, eſpecially Refarmado: officers, who wete ſa 
dexteroas at rangeing Armies with the demonſtration of Tos 
bacco-itopples. . UE, 


date had ſeen the impertinent zeal of Raboy Buzzy , when be 
overthrew the Ginger-bread Images and Hobby-horſes in 
Bartte Fair, he had not been (o ſevere againſt honeſt Humphrey 
Hardshins, the tenowned Piper of that Pariſh. 

Fraxk. Pray thee let's hear the ſtory. 
Zack. It was in the dayes of the Ulurpers , when hypocriſie 
was eſtabliſhed by a Law , there happening a Country- wedding 
at the Mill of the ſaid Pariſh of wamfray, the Parfon of this 
ſame Pariſh , out of a zeal he had againſt promiſcuqus darcing, 
came with'fury to the Shillin-hill, and very boiſterouſly broke 
through a ring of Lads and Laſſes who were afÞſting at the ſo- 
kemniry, and with uncxpreflible fierceneſs, ruſh'd upon this ſame 
Piper Hardskins, ard with ſuch fury he plucke the Tool from his 
Chops , that he canſed him ſpit four of his principal Grinders, 
belides the disjointing his left neather- jaw ; and with the ſame 
rage broke the Pipes, under the notion of profane Sticks and 
idolatrous Whiſtles ; and for the Drone and Baggs, he roared 
our that ir was an inſtrument only fit togive a Gliſter to the 
Devil, and boaſted the people from off the Shillin-hi]!, as one of 
the high places where ſacrifices are made to Afolech. 

. Per, Can this be poſſible? 

Zack. So true, that the Piper made a Procefle.of it before the 
Judges,upon the account of violent profits, and the Miniſter ſee- 
ing himſelf like to be overthrown, agreed the matrer for a ſum, 
beſides the preferring him to be Beddle of his Kirk , which place 
he did officiat with no other profit but the peeled Rakes of For- 
nications. 


i he What do you mean by chat? I never heard of ſuch a 
allary. 

Frank, O Sir | nothing more ordinary ; for as three foils 
g0 to the making of a fall ; So accumularive relapſes of the 
ſame number creats a compleat Adultery, -which by the judicious 
Diſciplinarians is reckoned a peeled (take. So that theſe Caſuali- 
ties, for the moſt part, happen as ſeldom as the catching a Stur- 
JEN 


Ld 


Parſoo of 1Vamfray in Annan- 
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ocon at the Peer of Lieth, or a lumpof Ambergreeſe wrought 
up by the billows of the Nore-/och, 

Tam, Als, poor wretch 1 That Tober allowance cannot 

chuſe but ſo weaken his Lungues and the vigor of his Arms, that 
by this time hee”) neither be fic to handfe a Belkroge , nor raiſe 
wind to the ſmalleſt Bag- pipe, 
Frank, It had been ſoere how;but the general reprieve of the 
qhree Kingdoms from the ſlavery of the late fanatick Scondrils, 
wrought likewiſe the Pipers relief 5 fot the litth. Remonltrator 
Levit chat debauched him from his Pipes, for fear of the blaſt of 
an Organ has herded himſelf in Hoang, among the frippery of 
theſe Apocryphal Divines. that cannot. brook theAavonr of a 
chriſtian anointed King» Since which time, our chetifal Piper 
Hardskins has returned to his jocund breathing, to the no ſmall 
comfort of his family and merry neighbours y eſpecially when 
he bends up the gallopingJygs and fricking Erigs of Koks wa-Joery's 
Pet, May all ſtrayed Fanaticks of every Se be governed by 
the example of Mintttel Hardshivis; and:then haply. there may be 
encouragement £0 the noble divertifemenr of the Theatre, which 
is and has been the delight of che greaceſt Kings and wilelt Men 
in the world.-----If this be not an argument to convince fools 
and hypocondriacks, let them enjoy their opinion, and other men 
not to be deprived of their lawful recrentidh. 0 


i 
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Hwus P aper was deſugned to have been publiſhed , before My. 
Saintſerfs /erting up of the Theatre : But that the Clerk 
of the Club bath been theſe ſix weeks pinched with a Cramp 
in bu Fingers to draW ont the Extratt of the Entertainment. 


ADVER- 
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#n Plate or Money, #4 to be expoſed for the future, thongh there 


L.,ADVERTISEMEN T G. 


- That Couper Race # to be run thu Year , 1669. at the uſual 
time, and conform to the firft-inſtitution, The Prize, either, 


Were but one Hoſe to gallop over the Courſe. © 
Survey of Naphtali, 24, Part; Wherein the Heads propoſed 
in the firſt Part are treated of :. Together with an examination 
of the Apologetick Narration concerning. the Kings Sapve- 
wacy , and the obligation of the Covenants. Newly Printed, 
andy to be. ſold by tbe Bookſellers in Edinburgh, 


Tarugo's Wiles, or the Coffe-houſe. A Comedy atled at hit 
Royal Highne/s Theatre in London, newly re-printed with 
additions, to be ſold by the Book-ſellers in Edinburgh. .. 
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Printed in the Year, 1669. 


